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The Examination System of Self-taught Education (ESOSTE) is a 
unique system of Chinese education though there hasn’t yet been a 
relatively separate or systematic study of it. Based on the past, present and 
the possible future state of ESOSTE, with the study of the history, theories 
and practices of the ESOSTE, this paper probes for answers to some 
significant questions of the ESOSTE including the one of its future 
development, and tries to set up a preliminary framework of the study of 
ESOSTE. 
This paper falls into six chapters. Beginning with a study of basic 
questions, the first chapter logically analyzes and defines the concept of the 
ESOSTE. It reveals the basic characteristics of the ESOSTE from the three 
subjects ---the people, society and nation and the three elements--- study, 
education and examination. It categorizes and evaluates the ESOSTE from 
the three standpoints of modern school system, modern distance education 
and international education standards. 
From the domestic and international perspectives, the second chapter 
considers the creativity and evolution of the ESOSTE, which reflects the 
changing characteristics such as forced changes and induced changes based 
on the four large systems---regulations and policies,  professional norms, 
managing system and organizational structures. The external impact on the 
ESOSTE is also tentatively analyzed.  
From the angles of pedagogy, examination system, and sociology, the 















system and functions of the ESOSTE, putting forward the “three theories” 
---theories of the conbination of elements, of the multiple property and of 
the two-way function, which preliminarily establishes the foundation of the 
theory of the ESOSTE. 
From the perspective of the combination of qualitative and quantitative 
analysis as well as that of the general and the individual, the fourth chapter 
gives an empirical case study on the present states of the ESOSTE, 
including the four aspects---scale and speed, structure, quality and benefit. 
The mechanism of the development of the ESOSTE is studied and the 
critical problems and their causes are analyzed. 
The fifth chapter discusses the limitations and inter-relationship 
between the ESOSTE and the learning society, based on the theories of the 
life-long education, life-long learning and learning society. Some 
predictions of the trends of the development in the ESOSTE are made , and 
some policies are proposed for the future ESOSTE. 
According to the existing statutes and in comparison with the 
international statutes, the sixth chapter advances a priority action plan to 
perfect the ESOSTE. The chapter proposes modifying the provisional 
regulations, laying special stress on the three route maps for revision and 
proposals on the law amendment from four aspects. 
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至 2003 年上半年，累计有 4112 万人（不重复计）参加自学考试，全国
平均每 34 个人中就有一个人参加，累计培养专科、本科毕业生 586 万
人，目前有在籍学生 1900 万人，是我国规模 大的开放式高等教育”。
①














16                                                        
①















Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
